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there were only 1600 keelmen about the year 1707, which
would imply about 400 keels. The estimate of 1600 is con-
tained in a rival petition of the keelmen 2 whose argument
required that they should understate the number. But in any
case the quantity of coal shipped from the Tyne in 1725 was
nearly twice the quantity in 1707 8, a year of war ; and as
the chaplain was evidently a precise and careful observer,
his figure was not perhaps unduly wide of the mark.
1  Nef, The Rise of the British Coal Industry, i. 389, note i.
2  Records of the Hostmen (ed. Dendy), 172, 176.
8 Ibid. 260-261.
(1)   Page 127, note 4
This shows that mobility of labour was a feature of the
coal industry, as also it was of the iron industry x. Miners
were not invariably indigenous, since some were imported
from Scotland 2; and other elements of a floating population
may have been attracted or coerced.
1 Supra, p. 168.
* Nef, The Rise of the British Coal Industry, ii. 147-149.
(2)  Page 128, note 3A
The Hostmen of Newcastle instituted a selling agency
in 1603, 1617 and 1622 ; but in 1627 each sold on his own *.
A MS. memorial of 1605 states that " the Hostmen that
deal in coal have appointed eight clerks, and every clerk
hath his quarter where he shall sell. . . . Now no coal-
owner is a seller to any merchant that would buy, but
serveth as a stored to their eight clerks"2. There was
also a selling agency in 1637 3.
1 Records of the Hostmen (ed. Dendy), 45, 64, 68, 72.
* Taylor, " The Archaeology of the Coal Trade ", in Proceedings of the
Archesological Institute (Memoirs of Northumberland), 1852, vol. i. 173.
3 Infra, p. 490, No. i.
(3) Page 129, note 3
Subsequently the increased size of the vessels made it
impracticable to require all of them actually to load at
Newcastle, and those of larger burden were mainly loaded
at Shields \
1 Supra, p. 153.